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] bree great QUESTIONS, &c. 


4 Here never Cid, nor perhaps ever will come, a matter gf greater 
importance, taking in all circymſtances, before a Parliament, 
than the of late much agitated buſineſs of Succeſſion ; upon the 
right ſtating whereof, the preſent and future quiet and proſperi 
ty, of this poor diſtracted Nation, does inevitably depend. I 

cannot theretore,, Sir, but extremely commend your reſolution, and wilt 
the ſame to all your Fellow-Merabers, of coaſideging fully ſo momentous an 
Aflair;whereingthat I may give you all poſlible ſatisfaction, I will in their order 
lay before you my naked ſenſe upon every of your queſtions, viz. I. Whether 
the Parliamenr have Power to alter the Succeſſion ? 2. Allowing that they 
have, whether the reaſons on which the late Houſe of Commons proceeded 
againſt the D. to wit, his departure from the Church of England to that of 
Rome, and thereby giving Birth and Life to the late damnable and Helliſh 
Plot, be ſufficient ? 3- What dangers theNation will be under in caſe the Crown 
deſcends upon a Popiſh Succeſlor, or more particularly upon his R # 
Theſe Quritions are great and weighty, and their ſolution requires not or 
ly great prudence and judgement, but great courage and honeſty ; 1 wiſh ! 
could he equally confident, I ſhoyld not be found wanting in the former, as 
lam certain I ſhall not in the later. But thatl may no longer keep you from 
paſling your own cenſure in both inſtances, 1 deſire, you wilk conſider ſeriouſly, 
not only the frame and conſtitution of the Engliſh Laws, but likewiſe thoſe 
of Nature; for onthe due conſideration cf both, the erue Anſwers to your 
Queſtions muſt be founded. 

Man was no ſooner brought into the World,than he found he could not pre. 
ſerve his being, nor attain the end ont's happipeſs, withayt entring into ſo- 
ciety; nor yet, having eatred into lociety without a ſtx;t obſervance of 
compacts and agreements ; that all men, having a natural equal right to all 
things, there could be no Society without Government and ord<r : That to 
ſecure this State, it was necellary, Men ſhould not only keep their Promi- 
ſes,and ſpeak truth with their Neighbours, but ſubmir themſe ves co a Govyer- 
nour, ſufficiently impowered in al! diſputes, to force their complyanceto his 
final ſentence and determination; it was requiſite to put into his hand an un- 


limited abſolute Power, becauſe otherwiſe it could not be ſupreme, nor 
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he their Governour : For the exerciſe of this, they choſe the moſt wiſe, honeſt, 
and couragious Perſon, binding him to no other Law, than what in reaſon 
and conſcience he ſhould find moſt conducing to the good of the Community, 
founded upon that Golden and Eternal Law of Reaſon, of Nature , of doing 
to all Men as you would be done unto. For paſſion and ſelf-intereſt diſabling Men 
from judging aright in their own caſes, they wiſely made a man without pri. 
yate intereſt, themſelves agreeing to ſupport his expences, and thereby 
placeing him above controverſies of his own, he became an impartial com- 
mon Father, not poſlible to be more kind or indulgent to one than to ano- 
ther, while they continued equally obedient. Now, becauſe their attend. 
ance upon labour would incapacitate themſelves, and that one could not have 
a better pretence than another, they alſo agreed that the Empire ſhould be 
hereditary ; conſidering that not only inſtruftion which none elſe could give, 
butlikewiſe the vertues of theFather might with the blood be tranſmitted to the 
Childre; 
_ Sed dit 

Lateque viflrices eaterve 

Conſilus juvents revitte , 

Senſere quid mens rite, quid indoles 

Nutrita fauſtis ſub penetralibus RI 

Poſſet, quid Auguſt: paternus 

In pueros animus Neyones. 

Fortes creantur fortibus, & bonis : 

Eſt in jnvencis,, eſt in equis patrum 

Uirtus * nec imbeliem feroces 

Progenerant aquile columbam. 

Dottrina ſed vim promovet inſitam 

Reftique cultus pettoraroborant. Hor.1.4.Car.Ode. 4. 


But cven they, who ſpread their Arms ſo far, 
Arms uſed as muchtoVittory as War, 

By the brave Youth orecome, were taught to know 
What a great mind, as greatly bred cou'd do: 
What mighty things by him muſt needs be wrought, 
Whom Nero got, and whom Auguſtus taughr. 
Courage and vertue in the blood are ſown, 

Nature in this her ſelf has equal ſhewn : 

The brave are Sparks but of their Fathers Fire, 

In Beaſts we ſee the vertue of the Sire ; 

Nor does the Kingly Bird, belov'd of Jove, 

Stain his great Race, and hatch a feeble Dove. 
Education wrges on to deeds, 

The inbred vertue ſleeping in it"s ſeeds, 

With nobler thoughts mmſpires Heroick minds, 


And ſtrenghtens all the greatneſs that it finds. a 


—— 
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(s) 
2Rule that can no more faile in Men, than in Beaſts, but when interrupted by 
ſome very accountable accidents. 

Wiſdom having thus brought men from the ſtate of War and Poverty,intoa 
condition of peace and plenty, tis plain nothing but fblly and madneſs can dif. 
turb or diſtroy that happineſs.?Tis then very evident that whether you conſider 
Mankind like muſhrooms ſprung upin the night, as the Poets Fable of the Dya- 

ons Teeth lain by Cadmus and fown in the ground, the Foundation of Hobs's 
tancy, as before him of Ariſtotles ;, or deduce as more conſonant toreaſon and 
Scripture, his origine from one Man; the grounds of Government and Obe- 
dience muſt ſtil have been the ſame, and founded upon the foregoing conſi- 
derations ; whence it will evidently appear that in all parts of the World 
Empire muſt have been Monarchical at the beginning. To this truth not 
only profane, but ſacred ſtory bears Teſtimony. Principso rerum, ſayes an Au- 
thor of great credit, gentium nationumque imperium penes Reges erat: And where- 
ever in the old Teſtament Government is ſpoken of, whether of the Zews 
from Adam downwards, or of the Neighbour Nations, even of ſich little 
ones, as were confined within Walls, as of 7ericho, Tyre, and Sidon, there 
is no mention but of Kings, and ſingle Rulers, till after the death of Moſes 
and Joſhua; when the Tribes dividing from their common bond, began co 
ſet up Chiefcs and Heads of their own degenerating by degrees from Mo- 
narchys, their primitive inſtitution ; but meeting with ill ſucceſs in all their 
changes, they bezg'd at laſt to have, /ike other Nations a King to goin and out 
before them. This having been, and ſtill being the molt genera}, we may ſafe- 
ly conclude it, the beſt of all conſtitutions - But as there is nothing certain, 
nor fix'd in the Univerſe, but all things in perpetual fluctuation, ſo the man- 
ner of Dominion has met with many changes and revolutions, 1n the ſeveral 
Apes and parts of the World, according to the prudence or imprudence of 
Governours, and other concurring accidents. From one where the pow- 
er was firſt veſted, it fell into the Hands ofa few, and from the few into the 
hands of many, where finding no reſting place, but ſoon falling into Anarchy 
and confuſion, it wheePd abour againto it's firſt form; and yeteven there, 
the unſteady courſe of humane affairs, permits irno longer to continue, than 
till the uncqual courage and vertues ofthe Succelſors, make way for the in- 
croachments of the Amh'tious, or the folly and madaels of the giddy multi- 
tude, to give it freſh rounds and turns : Sothat if a man wou!d examice things 
ſtrictly, he would find more reaſonto give to every ot the Governments of the 

World, rather the name ofa fluCtuating Oligarchy, than that by which they 

are commonly called ; for upon exact ſcrutiny it would perhaps be found, that 

even the moſt abſolute Monarchs admit ſome Heor She Frivadoes, or Co- 
partners into the management of their Scepters. In the beginning the burden 
of a Crown was not ſo heavy, nor the cares ſo many, as to nced Adviſers, or 

Supporters ; then Integrity was ſo great in Prince and People,that his will, wag. 

their undiſputed law, the emergent DiCtates of his pleaſure,no written conſti. 

turions, 


( 6 / 
tions, filenc'd all their controverſies : Populus walls legibus tenebatur ; arbitria 
Prir.cipum pro legibus erant-But after upon the;great increaie,and (| preaCing of man- 
kind the Princes found it neceſlary(asFerbro, Moſes Father inLaw had done in the 
the caſe of the Fews) to diſtribute tome part of their power, but with depen- 
dance upon themſelues, among the Elders, chief and wiſeſt of their people; 
and to conſult with them, at their pleaſure, in all the weighty Aﬀairs of ſtate. 
Hence came the Egyprians Mags, rot Conjurers. as is commonly re. 
ceived, but Aſtronomers and Couulellors of State, the belt Judges of mwerm and 
rum, ia Country, where thoſe boundaries were often interrupted, hy 
the overilowings of N:us ;, to this likewiſe are owing the Eajtetn Monarchs, 
Sophies, Colledges of wile ard dilintercſſed Philoſopners. and ſtudying and 
employ*d in the good of their Countreys, as well thoic of China, Indeſtan, or 
the great Mogul; the Tartars, and the Perſars, as of others: After whoſe 
Examples the T wrks inſtituted their Divens, practiced by the Emperours of 
Fez, and Morocco, and byall the reft of Africa. Tic ſame realons gave the E- 
thiopian Prieſts, and the Druids (of the Gauls and Brurains,originally the ſame 
people.) their power, and to the 7ews their Sankedrim; to the Germans their 
Dyets, and to the Romans their Senate, to the Pepe as a temporal Prince, his 
Coliedge of Cardinals, to the Saxons, cur immediate Anceſtors, not to in 
{tance in more their Wittena Gemot,or great Council,tince the Norman conqueſt 
alter*din Name, and other circumſtances; though not in the foundation, to 
that of our pretent Parliaments. In ail which ?cis very obſervable, that the 
Prieſts the Flamens, and Archilamens, (for ſuch there were among the moſt 


barbacous, who had their glimmerings of a future life,) always held the firſt - 


form, and were ia the management even of State Aﬀairs, of greateſt cre- 
dit. But to pals by the reſt, and come to our own, in which we are moſt im- 
mediatly concern'd, we ſhall find that upon the Romen Empires going to 
wrack, and their Colanies wirh many of che Natives keing hence drained, to 
ſapport its tottering Stare; there aroſe a conteation between the Brettains and 
the Ficts, for the dominion of this illand; they were both originally the 
ſame people, but the Pi#ts contemning the vaſlalage and the Cultoms of the 
Romans, to wiich the other had (ubmitted, tled into the extremelt parts called 
Scetland, from the 1r:j Inhabicants, who were ancicntly known by no other 
Name, and now returning with aflittacce, were too hard for the Britains. 
Llereupon they were forced to intreat the help of the Saxons, a Warlike peo- 
le of Germany. The motion being communicated by Hengs/t, to whom it was 
firſt made, they embraced it, conditionally they migat bave the continuance of 
their own laws and Cuſtoms, and the conquer'd Country <qually divided a 
mong the Advyer.turcrs; for they undertook not the voyage, to much with de- 
ſipn of alliſtance to others, 2s of advantage ro themielves- Herg:;/? ſfurmiling 
thistothe Leaders, they ſoon allzmbl:d ard drew together 9002 men, be- 
lides Women and Children. On the coniices ofthe River Elbe, as their Neigh. 
tours ths Franks had done before, on the Banks of Sala; aud as theſe did here 
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ſo did thr.y there, enadt by mutual agreement, the performance of choſ: Ar. 
ticles, appointing that Hengeft and his line ſhould be their Leaders, and their 
Kings; reſerving ro themſelves, the power of chooſing a nzw Monarch, only 
vpon the failure of his iſſue. Accordingly they ler ſail, and toon arriving in 
England, had firſt the iſlz of Thaner, and after Kent aſſigned for their Pro- 
vince; after many bickerings, freſh ſupplies, and inundations of their own 
People, 'they at laft not only drive out the Pets and Scots,but even the Brittains; 
forcing them jnto the remote part of Wales and Cornwall; the certain conle. 
quence of unnatural civil Wars, and diſlentions; where the contending Par- 
ties ever become looſers, making way for ſome {tranger, or third Perion to 
ſnatch away the prize. Policy would have taught the Britains tnat Leagues 
with an overpowerfuj State always provedeſtructive tothe weaker; and that 
they could not reaſonably have expeCted, from forreign aſſiſtance, any other 
fare than that of the Lamb inthe fable, who calling for the Lyons aid againſt 
the Wolf, had only the pleaſure of ſeeing him firſt chaſed away, and him- 
ſetf immediately after devonred 4 or then that of the Mouſe and the Froz, who 
while ſtriving with each other for the maſtery gave the Kite an opportunity cf 
ſweeping away both. Not to Inſtance more remotely, it was this t{ at ſoon a:- 

ter uponthe Saxon diviſions, encouraged the invalion of the Danes and gave 

Englandto the Normans, and Treland to the Engish: Andnot long ſince »whilc 

King and Parliament were difpnting for the Supremacy, Liberty, and Prero- 

eative made the way for others to deſtroy both, ard inſtead of an excel- 

tent well temper*d Government to ſet up an intolerable, and moſt arbitrary 

Tyranny. 1 hope the ſenſe of the unexpreſlible calarwities, under which the 

Nation then groan'd, will teach rs toaveid ſuch miferies tor the future ; an- 

ether civil War, being like without a miracle, to enflave us toa Tyrant of 
another Nation, which like the Devils entring in aſecond time, wou'd mal e 

eur 12ter condition, ſeven fold worſe than the former , from which in all ap- 

pearcnce, nothing but Providence, and aSpiritof moderation, and concord, 
e2n defend our Country. 

The Saxons having at length gain'd the Victory, purſved their reſolutions, 
even ducing the Heptarchy, as far as the frequent and almoſt continued 
Wzrs would permit : after the ſtronger had ſwallowed up the reſt, they cen- 
tared in a ſingle Monarchy; and in the Perſon of Alfred, collected into one 
body the ſubſtance of their Laws, attempted-before in part by K. /»a: And 
yet to be met with in Lambert. The Excutien of theſe by -the after incurſions 
of the Danes being intterrupted they were at laſt methodiz'd by the Confellor ; 
upon whoſe death, the Normans poſleſſing the Crown, "they were rejefted,and 
the uſages of their own Country, and the effetts of their Princes will in their 
ſtead impoſed upon the people z who ſtomaching their being thus enſlaved, 
after tong grumblings, and often calling to-beruled by the Laws of holy Ed- 
ward, they had by fits the reſtoration of them in-great meaſure, eſpecially in 
th>-firſt Harry's Lays, the better to-ſecure his Uſurpation : But-thatnot con- 

i tinuing, 
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tinuing, at length a Rebellion broke forth, and produced the confirmation of 
them, in the great Charter, or Magna Charta, which in the main, as 
the beſt Lawyers will tell you, is nothing elſe but the repetition, or ex- 
amplification of their old Ordinances, and ever ſince have been the foun- 
dation of a!l our Statutes. According to theſe the people were to be Gover. 
ned, Liberty and Property ſecured againſt the incroachments of Invaders,and 
Juſtice to be diſtributed in the ſeveral Shares, or Shires of England, as in 
Germany, where Tacitus tells us, Jura per pages reddebant; For to make their 
conditions moſt eaſte, the controverlies were to be determined in their own 
Voiſinage by the Hundreder, or Lord of the Mannor, from whom they might 
appeal to the Comes, or Lordof the County, who with the aſſiſtance of the ſe- 
veral Aldermanni, or Hundceders pronounced ſentence. Upon this Cuſtom 
is founded our Judges of Allizes, *nd the ſeveral Juſtices of Peace their AC 
ſeſſours. From this County Coutr, the laſt final Appcal was to the Great 
Council, after the conqueſt called by the name of Parliament, and compoſed 
of the great Lords, Spiritual, and Temporal, aſſembled in the preſence of 
the King, when and where he was pleaſed to ſummon .them. To this gene- 
ral meeting, came from all parts otthe Kingdom, as many as were agprie- 
ved, either by themſelves, or their Attorneys,or Lawyers. And hence itis 
that we ſo often find it mentioned, not only in Spelman, but in Hoveden, Malm- 
sbury, Matthew Paris, and the rcit of the Monkiſh Writers, that to this 
Cur:a Magna did reſortthe Princes, Lords, and Chet men, and Canſidics ab 
omni parte Regm: From whence arole the miſtake in after Ages, as if thoſe 
Lawyers, who were only the Attourneys,and Pleaders of their Clients Cauſes 
made any part of the great Council, unto which the Commons, (whatever 
Mr. Bacon, Petit, or any former Writers can iay of their jJurifdiftion) were 
not admitted till the latter end of Henry ;. raign, when he obſerving the diffi- 
culties, under which his Father had long [trvuggled, wiſely allow'd them ſuch 
3 conſtitution, and particular Priviledgcs of their own, as might ſerve to 
Coumerballance the Power cf the Lords, grown fo cxhorbicant, that without 
due poifing, and equal Libration, no otherwile to be done, it muſt of ne- 
cellity endanger the overthrow of the Monarchy, and the diſturbance of the 
whole Nation. Heis therefore to be accounted the firlt Author of our pre- 
ſent Parliamentary uſages, and after his preſcript they to this day receive 
their Summons, and their being ; and yet if we narrowly look into the matter 
we ſhall find they are more alter'd in Faſhion than in ſubſtance, notwithſtanding 
their often gaining both upon theCrown andthe Lords,by theKings firſt allow- 
ance of their management of the purſe-ſtring oft the Kingdom; for the Lords 
houſe alone was made, and ſtill continues the Court of Judicature, and the 
n[timare decider of Appeals, where according to their firſt inſtitution no ori- 
2inal cauſe was totake place; to the houſe of Commons he has left the firſt 
motions of grants, and aids or Sublidies, who repreſent the People now, as 
the Lawyers d.d before, and cannot in Propriety of ſpeechas well as of Juſtice 
be 
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bo 0 by other name, nor allowed greater Power than of Attorneys. Th 
grit ſays plainly, The Lords are to adviſe and deliverate with the King , 
certain weighty alfairs of ſtate, the Commons to conſent ang do wh i oy 
——_——— CE ns 
wholly upon the Princes pleaſure, and reaches wy | 
thanto the matters by him a and thefore pegs — 
— _ = _ his Permiſſion; The Commons then ck gm 
ertorepreſent the : , ; 
gyeeſint the pegs ge EE 
tothe ſeveral places, for whice nn 0 RF mud 
they ſerve; Printin ; 
found out, and promul ; i 8g not being then 
. Igation being of abſolute neccſlic | 
gation of all poſitive Conſtirutions. Toxhis.Council the peo 7 F - , he obli- 
buſineſs, or their humonr led :rhem, in confuzd OTE DENIED fo their 
petition their grievances; the Lords a ppointing aSele G—_ — by 
firſt to conſider whither cl r of their OW! 
fa ( I Ley Were fir to be propounded to thereſt; the ' 
61 ur preſent Committees. The Gommons attending bare-headed Ps og 
joe -—— _ 25 do Plaintiffs and Defendants tothe ] _ &e 
* ; s . aid 
vader ud me _— . bring a confuſed aſl:mbly tOa ——— — = 
every Shire, Citty, and Burrough t | » A- 
: MP's: oſend two Knights TB 
geſles, as Attourneys for the others : | Raights, and two Byr- 
| S: yet till forge © 
conſtant Speaker, northoſe priviledges, Catekleceth of they .had no 
erflions of Kings have given them polleſſion. me, And .con- 
, ut as neither, nor both Houſc;s, have any original Right or P 
_ the Almighty, ſo their Lives depend upon the Frea h f the but, as all Creatures 
byy -his Call or Command come into or go out of the W 1d: c we herapry oo 
ide, by yp and promiſed, That he will not wheat hei i bas the King, on the other 
repea old, nor make any new Statutes ; but more particula h ir Conſents and Approhations 
_ confirm:d the Foundation of all, Magna barge _— riy, mn thirty three Pailianents he 
IL ag and jn three declar'd it ſy much _— —_— of their Liberty, and his 
Ju ; wy made af 900 contrary to it, ſhall be and h ks OP AQ of Parliament or 
; b . at with good reafyn ; for this being the Summa gar” y made :p/o fafo null and void. 
oh e _ Rule and Meaſure «\Righr and Wron -, = ancient Laws and - Cuſtoms, 
p a; A MM one another, made or confirmed 1 b key erween the King and' his Sub- 
. ual Perſon of full years, at the firſt coming i —_ {8 x unanimous conſent of eyery in- 
Ou ! tubs of -Hengiſt apd his Succeſſors, and conformable GT. _ —— 
1 non V ' p , wW " N- 4 : 
ws I imgrh fp s - —— a | al ; Hon diſpute to ned repro 
Underſtandings, 2s the PhylaReries of oy A —_— and carried about with them in their 
ure. roche the'Kings Image aud Inſcription makes the Ce of the Jews, By all which *tis 
_ Arg aw; current ; and conſequently, the ſupreme L —— his Approbation or Fiae 
VCU: + ref ar: now or reje& at pleaſure whatever — hi. 1 H _ veſted jo 
#7 rary would be a Soleciſm in" Goy » is Houſes judge ad- 
onely, and leaving to his SubjeQs rhe ptr ery a gns of 
| the P : , » Biving to the King the T 
Cs 0 Saagtoes implying in it oe WT 3 This making the - Awad - 
_ Canfutation, : ct a maniteſt Contradifion, needs I hope no yo 
Now in otder.to anſwer your fitſt : ? þ 
F bY ueſtion,: " oo - 
Q: : you muſt — that Magus Charts provides, 
THY. 
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That no Freeman ſhall be diſſeized of his Free-hold, put by his Inheritance, or forejudged of Li fe 
®%r Aimb, but by Legal Proceſs, the Laws of the Land, and Judgment of bis Pcers ; and by another 
Branch, That the Kings Rights and Priviledges ſhull be preſerved untouch'd. One of the 
chiefeſt, and upon which all the reſt depend as on a Corner ſtone, is, the Hereditarineſs of the 
Menarchy, {> that no attainder by Parliament, or otherwiſe, ſhould kinder the Deſcent of the 
Crown upon the next of Blood 3 the Laws ſuppoſing the King never dies, which he muſt do, 
if the Empire were EleRive : and to the Obſervation of theſe Laws, on pain of Damnation, 
the preſent and former Kings have all been ſworn : So that the King having no power to a& 
contrary to his Oath ar Coronation and the Laws in being, and the two Houſes liaring none 
atall but what is derived from him, *tis plain the next H<ir cannot bz put by the Succeſhon, 
without great Impiety and violation of Juſtice. And this has beendeclared {o in all preceding 
Parliaments not aw'd by Uſurpers, as well as by the Pratiſe of our Anceſtors. And that which 
molt confirms it, is, That never any yet claimed the Crown in Parliament, but under the pre. 
rence of Linea] Deſcent, which was never allowed when falſe, bur when there was not a power 
in the true Owner equal to the Invader's. Nor does the King alone in this particular lic under 
the obligation of Oaths; the Lords and Commons have not onely bound themſelves by A& of 
Parliament, i Jac. £49, 1.t0 defend te true aud lawful Heirs of the King, acknowledged the un. 
doubted Succeffors, with their Lives and Fortunes to the Worlds endy but do alſo ſwear as often as 
they meet, or take the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, to defend all the Priyileges, 
Rights, and Preheminences of the Crown, (under which none can doubt but Deſcent in the 
Right Line is included) againſt all Prerenders whatfoever, whether Forreign or Dometlick. 
Bue becavfe there are a ſort of Men, who, from the toregoing Confiderations, being conſcious 
they cannot maintain the Power of Parliament in this particular, have recourſe to the Law of 
Nature, I will give you a Scheme of that, eyen in their own Sence and Theorems, The Law of 
Natnre Is co-extended with the Power of Nature ; there is therefore nothing naturally uzlaaful, 
aud every man, whether he be wiſe, or whether he be a fool, is fui juris, Every thing endeavours te 
conſerve it ſelf in the State of Nature, and to be (ui juris, :, e, to do what he will, to repel all 
Force, to liveex ingenzo ſuo, 7. 2. tobe an enemy to every man but himſclf, if he contradids 
his Will. Aten are liable to ſeveral Paſſions, i, e. have ſeveral Appetites, by which naturally they 
gre engaged againſt one another ; and by the Law of Nature they inforce, 1. e. they contend equally 
Jure naturz, which I Engliſh, by the Law of Power, One man is ſtronger than another by torce, 
and ſo compels him, who before was ſur juris, to be alterius juris, when he hath him bound, 
difarmed, or takes away all his Power of offending, or holds bim ia fear, or obliges him by benefit, 
or £xpefation of benefit, by which Laſt means hz ſubzefts both his Body and his Min, a; long as his 
Fear or Hope laſts, but no longer : By the former be ſubjttts his Bedy enely, which is the ſafer way, 
Agzin, One man may be ſtronger than another by Wit, and fo are men ſubjzQed to be elterius 
Jures, by Opinion, Religion, or Superſtition, Errour and Dzceit. Two men are ſtronger thau 
one, and therefore the more conſeuting have the greater right of Nature againſt the fewer diſſent- 
ing, may urge, and compel, and deprive them of their natural Right, and, 1u brief, treat them as 
exemies, And becauſe no man can ſecure bimſelf againſt the whole World of fingle men, who 
Have every one the ſame Right againſt me, that I alone have againſt eycry one, and much lels 
againſt a number joyned together ; *tis therefere necefſury for m2, who ele can have no ſecurity 
£0 enjoy what I have, nor probability to acquire mauy of the Deſirables of Life, to aſſociate 
any ſelf, and depart from ſo much of my uatural Right. as Prudence aud Reaſon obliges me to dv, 
which is patFe wivere, i, &. jus crvitatis, the Law, Right, or Power of the Commonwealth : So that 
I havehencetorth no more Right to the Law of Nature, than 1s allowed me, cr not forbidden, I 
Cay, at forbidden, becauſe what is nat forbidden 1 retain. And this is the Foundation of 
Laws ; andthough a Law be Poſitive, yet the Vertue of it is Negative, and as much as to (ay, 
Jou fto! net uſe your Liberty of Nature in this particular. By which 'tis very evident, that after 
enen have entred into Society, rhoſ: things that before were lawful, ceaſe to be {> any longer ; 
Right and Wrong, Juſt and Unjuit, depending on the Conceſſions, Coyenants, and Agree- 
moarts of the Perfonsthus combining into one Body, And therefore nothing is more unceaſo- 
able and fallaciovs than to aſſert, That the Power and original Right of Nature for the forming 
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or aſteringany Government, ſtil] continues, and may at pleaſ\i re be reſumed by the major parr, 
of their Repreſentatives z whereas that Power is reſtrained, and can never more be made uſe of 
without every ſingle Perſons confent in the whole Community, or looſning the Bonds of Socie- 
ty, and reinſtating them in the condition of War and Miſery, Madneſs and Folly. The ground 
of the miſtake muſt be Inadyertency ar Inconfaderation, in not regarding, That Promiſes ence 
made can never be broken, no not by the greateſt number, without the free conſent of every indivi- 
dual Party concerned, This Power of reſtraining the Right of Nature, is tmpire: If in one it 
is Monarchy, it in fome ir is Ariſtocracy, if in the common Ceunſels of the People it is Demo- 
racy 3 all theſe Governments are lawful, where they are Governments. Now to diſturb or ruins 
any of them, is Rebellion, and returning to the ſtats of Nature, and utterly unlawful ;, which yer 
any man, or company of men, may dv by the original Law of Nature, #. e, by Might and Pow- 
er; but at his or their peril, under the impeachment of Folly, of not obtaining his or their End, of 
loſong the benefit of Society, and of being treated as Enemies, Now becauſe men are not guided or 
overned by Reaſon always, no man or company of men are to be truſted te their own diſcretion, 
and the condut of their own Reaſon ; for every mans Reaſon is Reaſon to himſelf, but the 
Reaſon of the Community is the Reaſon of State, not the Reaſon of the man. And therefore 
the Supreme is always entruſted with this Reaſon, and in the Exerciſe of it oughe to be ſecured 
by a tranſcendent Power, to give check to the Pretenſions of the Enemies of Society, This muſt 
be done two ways : 1, By affuring a ſtrength competent againſt any Attempts of retrieving 
their original Right of Nature : 2, By an equal Adminiſtration of Juſtice and good Govern- 
ment z for, Res nolunt male adminiſtrari, The End of Government is, That men may live toge- 
ther unanimouſly in the equal uſe of Civil Laws, The End of Religion is, to be happy in the 
next World ; and therefore ought not to interfere with Civil Laws, or thoſe by which the good 
of this Life is regulated. Bur becauſe the Motives to Obedience to thoſe Laws do very much 
depend upon the Rewards and ExpeQations of a Future State, they are therefore neceflarily 
conjoyned ; fo that whatever NE is eltabliſhed by Law, becomes Law and ought not in 
prudence to be chang'd and diſturb'd. Whoever hath a private Religion or Opinion, ſeing ir 
is no more in our power to have mentem ſanam than corpus ſanum, yet it the man be not mad or 
injurious, he may and ought to enjoy it freely without puniſhment, provided he do not violate 
the Peace of the City : It he do, 'tis not Sincerity, but Hypocrific z and feeing there may be 
bona mens in male articulo, all liberty ought to be afforded that can reaſonably and modeſtly be 
claimed by any of thoſe who pretend a tender Conſcience, Now it you conſider thorowly theſe 
Poſitions, you will find not onely the Reaſons of entring into Society, but the Cauſes of its 
Continuance and Decay fully aflerted, The Rules of Government are as demonſtrable, as any 
Mathematical Problems ; and where the Supreme is wie, there can be no Rebellion, or not 
dangerous ; and wherever there is, the Government is infirm and fooliſh. In order then ts 
your Queſtion, you mult obſerye, That Power is an equivocal Word, and is fometimes taken for 
the Right and Force of Nature, ſometimes for the Right and Force of Laws. In the firſt ſenſe 
"is called vis, or poteſtas ; in the latter, jus, or dominium, The hrlt ſort of Power men in fo- 
ciety have renounced, and cannot uſe without returning to the State of War, where every man 
has as equal Right or Power over another, as another has over him, The ſecond fort of Power 
is that which the Laws of the Society warrant, and by which *tis faid, 7{ud tantum poſſumus, 
ove de jere poſſmmans. Now if we conſider the Power of Parliament bounded by Laws, in the 
atter ſenſe, *tis plain they can have none to bar the Duke from Succeſſion, becauſe the Laws 
Common and Statute leave them no fuch Power, and in Nature and Reaſon, after entring into 
Society, they can exerciſe no more than is left them by the Agreements of the Society, In the 
firſt ſenſe, 'tis true, they have power to do what they pleaſe, as two is ſtronger than one : Bur 
then it muſt be remembred, that the ufing that Power looſens the Bond of the Commonweakh, 
the whole having no more Right over Peter and Pal, while they break not the Laws of the 
Country, than Peter and Paul have ovrr all the r:ſt If it were not fo, there would be no Right 
nor Wrong in the World, neith«c ſubſcquent nor :n ecelent to Humane Conſtitutions ; Verzue 
and Vice would be but empty Names, Sca'-cr ws for the Fools and the Weak : For every 
thing would be lawful that a mau bad force ur ſtrevgeh —_ to juſtiae, A Principle deſtru- 
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Qtive of Goverrimient 4nd Society, of Peace and Happineſs. Every Thict and Marderer, Robber 
and Traytor, it ſucceſsful, being honeſt perſons, guilty of no Miſchiefs, Thus indeed Vice be. 
comes Vertne, Proſperum ſeelus virtus vocatur, This therefore not being to be allowed avon 
men, much leſs Chriſtians, the Parliament cannot juſtifiea Power of putting by the next Heir, 
by the Conſtitutions of the Kingdom, nor by thofe of Nature ; which allow n..tthe major part 
tO haye recourſe to natural Force or Liberty, without leaving all the reſt of the Members to 
their choice of entring either into none or a new Form, or continuing under the old. And 
thoſe that aMferr, the Parliatmherit may do whar they pleaſe, know nor whae they fay, if rhey-deny 
others the ſame freedom ; and if they do, 'tis bidding all men Draw, and try wh has the ltrong- 
eſt Arm, ahd the longeſt Sword, making Might or Power the onely Rule of Juſbice, and Mca. 
ſore of Humane Adios. Bur this fo dangerous miſtake is grounded npon not conlxering 
that what was lawful before I became a Member of the Society, ceates ro be fo afrer. When a 
Batgaim' ironce condluded between one man arid a thouſand, the thouſan# cannot without in- 
jeftice break the Agreement, nor without folly expe the fingle man will net take the firt oy. 
pdreunity t& be reveng'd, and oblige rhemt to rheir firſt.Comract * And whether he prove fuc. 
cd} or no; it WHI octafton fuch Miſchiefs and Calanfities, that they wit] too late repent thoie 
Folks, and find no other comfort than the fad one which this ſcrap of Latin affords, Supplieinm 
SMHruht fidtitia, But forthet, if you rightly examine things, you: will find that tho Londs 
onay a& for themfelves, and thar the Commons of Eng/-md do no otherwiſe repreſent the Peo- 
pie tat as Artorneys,who therefore are preſum'd [amited ro the firſt Conftieutions and Funda. 
nf&rttaFs, that is; the Common Law, or Magna Charta, whoſe Bounds if they exceed, they tor. 
far the Patetit or Cormifſion by which they at. This is agreeable to Reaſon, and the pra- 
ice of former Ages, when the Commons being ask'd their Conferits to new Matters, werk 
bbthe and corftihed their Principals, and accotding to their DireQions gave ia their Auv{wees, 
a$yon tnay fittd at large in the Rerum Anglita#imi Serrprores, and as is the pretent ay well as atici- 
ef tfage in the Dyets of Germany, arid States of Holiahd, And thus it was ir the Senate 6f 
Ree; who though thy had the Supreme Powet as 4 Parliament in England, yer inthe making of 
afly tiew Law there was a Rogatio Legis, ari _— of it in Tables to the view of al} for a cets 
th lirtiited time, whetein if the meaneft ſhewed rguments why it ſhould, it was wholly laid 
aflde, And fo dangetous a thing tiave Innovations in this ſort been accounted by the Ancients, 
that an{otig the Loc#exſes, and other Commoriwealths of Greece, new Laws wete propuanded with 
& about the Propoſers Necks, ſubmitting thetiſelves to the Loſs of their Lives, it the Pto- 
pdſitibn were t1ot dpptoved by evety fingle Perſon. And in Poland no King can be cleicd with. 
ottt the conſent of every individual Eletor, And indced is fo material an Inſtance, as the de- 
fish#rioh of 4 Suprerite Govertotir, upori whoti deperid the Fates of Thouſands, no majority, 
tries, or FaRiohs, ought to prevafl, The fame cate have our Anceſtors taken in the caſe of 
Jittots 3 contluding it necefary for deſpoiling a nian of his Life or Fortune, to have the mariet 
of Fa fo plain and conſpicuous, that it ſhould not be poſſible for any to doubt or long diſpute 
it: Ard upon this r2aſonable Suppoſition it is, that they are not allowed either meat or drink,. 
of that Eleven agreeing, while One diffents, ſhould make a Verdi, And can the Publick Con 
cerh &f the Nation, of putting by the next of Blood froth his Right to the Crown, be of leſs nio- 
ment ? Conſider this in time, leſt hereafter by a dear-botight repentance you confels your fatal 
Effour. Befides, the Comimotis do tot repreſerit orie fixth of the Nation, their Ele@ors being 
onely fach Free-holders as are worth 465.4 year; or upwards, together with the Freemen of In- 
corportted places 3 Theſe ate fat ſhort of the Body of the People 3 and for them to fetter the 
reſt; who have none cr leſs Eſtates, is to make themſelves Lotds and Tyrants, and the others not 
Setvants, but Slaves and Villains; 4 Power unreaſonable, and therefore not to be allowed by 
UHe, Clerzy, who, as ſuch, have tw band in the Ele&ion, and are a conſiderable part of the Peo- 
ple ; not by the Husbandmen and Labourers, aud many others, who without Freedom inhabit 
Cotporatioiis, who beating their propertion ofthe Publick Charge, are equally entituled to the 
ProteRion of the Laws, free-both Subjefts, 4hd therefore tinask'd cannut be preſumed to con- 
{ht to any alteration of Government either in the Form or Perſon, by making an Hereditary 
Monarchy, EleRive. Suck a Power once acknowledged, may after at pleaſure change ir intoan 
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Arifocracy, or I2mocrary. Nbr; inmy opinion, isit a mar Argument 2g nit the Commong 
being the eprefentation of rhe whole People, Thar of 512, Forty ſhould be enoughhto objfge the 
Conſent of all the oth<rs ;, That Lond:n ſhould ſend but four, when an old Burrough with a Shep- 
herd and a og does half as many; and, Thar Comwa!, which in-rks namber of Shires is bur 
hz. two and fifticrh part, makes above an eleventty ; and yer London, rhe ſreth> part of the King- 
dom but the 1 28th, part of tHe whole Repreſentative, Whoever weighs this Inequality, mult 
find out a new gnification of Words, if he calls the Parliament *he Repreſent ative of a# the Come 
won; of Faghmd, Let ir berem2mbred, how eafie it is to make a fecond XKnmp, by Cunning and 
Addreſs, Threats and Tum.lts,ro make the Hovfe ſo thin, thar Forty agreeing ſhall be ſtil! the 
maj. r Part; ; and then ſte Now far the Nation amt conclude themiclyes bound by their A&. 
ings, One may well conclade, all thar voted ayzinſt the AR, and all or moltthat were abfent, 
will ht for his Title againft whom ir was made, as well as all or moſt of thcfe that hold not 
thetiſcIves repreſented ; and whar car be the ue of this, bur 2 renewal of the Yorkrf? and Lanca- 
frian Quaricl, ins which was fpilt the blocd of 200000, belfides that of ſeveral Kings and Prin= 
ces, and Nubles without number > And yet it appears in Story, That the Right Heir was never 
kept out b:y..nd the fecord Deſcent, nor that ever any Uturper, though armed with Power, 
chimed the Crown, bur by preterding ro be of the Right Line ; nor did the Parliament ever 
conſent, bur when aw'd by Fcar and a vait Army, As tcr the Aof 23 Elrz. the beſt Lawyers 
will tell you, *ris now out of doors, mace in defence of a PAkifor without Title, againft the 
riohtful Heir, at that time excluded for Reaſons as obvious as t2dious here to be mentioned, but 
after joyfully reccived and ſolemnly agniz'd in Partiament, 1 7ac. and Obedience promiſed to 
tim and his Heirs for ever ; fo that now, in the opinjons of many, that Statute ought no more 
to be urged, than that which m«ce Oliver Protector, and excluded his preſent Majeſty and his - 
Line. 
To allow then the Parliamevort f.> Defpotick a Power, is to ſubmir at preſent, and make our 
felves obnoxiuus to unaccountable miſeries hereafrer, What ſhall hinder a Parliament, who at 
pleaſure makes every thing lawitul or unlawful, as they are aw'd by a ftrong hand, or left at li. 
befty by a weak, ro do any thing, thovgh rever fo extravag7nt , to ſe]! rhe Kingdom to the F-ench, 
or ary rich enough to make the Purchafe ? I confeſs, I think i a hatd Propoſition. (and that 
which makes the Government of a fing!e man, though (1 :2nnical, more tolerable than this of 
ſo many) Thar the major part of 700, 25 they may be crdcred <* i:fs chan 109, who as Com- 
Mons have no inderivative Power and are onely called ro adv it» and deliverate with the Prince 
xs Connſellors, ſhould make that lawful thar coufd not by {, with-vit their Conſents, and me a 
Rebeſ for reſiſting, though I have the greats part of rhe Novicn cn my fice, and my Aﬀions 
warranted by all thoſe Laws that are called Fundamemalanu kelo ſacred and inviolable by Eng. 
liſbn.en, as our Bibles are by all Prcteſtaues. He that remembers Fx.7/and has been given by a 
King to the Pope, and offer'd to the Turk, and that 1 bold ard reſt lure Privee has humbled Paylie 
4ments, as much as ever a weak and gentle has exalted thym ovghr n0r to think it impoſſible 
but that the Parliament may one time or other ve wrought toft !! cr inflave the Peoples Liberty ; 
For, a worthy Author has it, Nothing but a Parliament con dejt-oy 2 Parl: ament , and we know 
there have been that deſerved no other Titles, than cf In40/77wm © lnſanum Parliamentum, T 
ſhould net wonder that men reſolved rather to quit their Country, than yield to an Arbitrary 
power on any pretence whatſoever, with the bold Reman: Farewell a y1i:4 tothis Kingdom, Yale 
wenalis civitas max peritura, f emptorem inveneris. Ir ed net put you; 11 mind of Penſioners, or 
tell you a mcrcenary Parliament is an aery Notion : What hat been. may be agen, I reverence 
a well. conſtituted Parliament as much as any man, a"! louk upon it 25 an excellent preſervative 
of Juſtice and Liberty; yerT am not ſo fond of the Name, as 16 rw kc it an Idol 8 "tis not at 
all improbable but that it may be ſo managed as to l-come the I{lrument cf the peoples Sla. 
nry, and the Princes Tyranny ; and therctore I h- 14 it more 11w/ol wc aſcribe Omnipotency 
or Infallibility in all Determivations to a Parliament, han to 2 Pope -r Council ,, the one is not 
more circumſcribed and bound up by Scripture and 7: ck T aV11:1047, than is rhe other by the 
Fundamental Laws of the Land, (ſuch there are in every Couutty, as \iacns Glarta is in this) 
by Nature, and by Reaſo : All which tell us, 71.27 no ſingle man is Community i; to be put by his 
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Right or Property by any ſubſequent Law againſt his own Cinſne!; and that if he be, he i; at [5- 

berty to regain it any how, by force, or by violence, without the leaſt imputation of Wrong or In- 
uſrice, 

s Fo for your ſecond Queſtion, you will find its Anſwer eaſily deducible from what has been 
ſaid already : For, allowing that the Parliament have power (which yer without every indivi. 
dual perſons Conſent they cannot have, either by Nature, or their own Conſtitutions) to alter 
the Succeſlion 3 yet no motives can be ſufficient to induce men in their ſenſes to ſuch an AR, 
bur plain tranſgreſſions and violations of the Laws in being ; _— elſe beinga Crime, or pe- 
nal. The Apoltle tells us, If there had been no Law, there would have been no fin ; and that though 
ſin was in the world before, yet till after the Law it neither was wor could be imputed: i. E. Yeſterday 
1 killed my neighbour, but that was not unlawful, conſequently not puniſhable, becauſe the Att againſt 
it was but this day enjoyned, and every man is left to the uſe of hts natural power in ſuch inſtance; 
as the Laws do not reſtrain. This is fo plain a truth in all Countries where Men are not govern'd 
like Beaſts, that *ris not onely folly but madnefs to afſert the contrary : The Abetrtors are not 
to be convinc'd by Argument and Reaſon, but by Helebore and Bedlar1, Now there being no 
Laws in being that enjoyn the Heir of the Crown of England to believe as the Church of Eng- 
land, his departure from that to any other Church can be no Argument for his Difinheriſon, But 
the other part, his giving life and birth to the Plot, is of another conſideration. and, if true, de- 
ſerved not onely his being put by the Crown, but by his Life : And therefore, I conceive, if that 
had been evident, he had not ſcap'd fo eafily, nor indeed could he, withcut the imputation of 
great partiality and injuſtice upon the Houfe of Cemmons : No mean Argument of the Duke's 
Innecence to any conſidering perſun, For, if they proceeded fo far upon an Illogica] Conſe- 
quence, or unreaſonable Propoſition, to wit, That hts going over to the Church of Rome mu} 
have give birth and life to the Helliſh Plot , what would they not have done farther, if they could 
have prov'd, that he was indeed the Author £ which he mutt have heen cf neceſlity, it he gave 
birth and life toit, Now Ielt the World ſhould take every thing done by any Fattious number to 
be the A of al the Common;, much lets of the Parliament, and fo defame the Juſtice and Inte- 
rity of the Eng/ifh N, tion 3, and leſt the people ſhould believe whatever they aſſert as Oracu. 
[5 as the Vulgar do of thizgs in Print , 'tis neceſlary to examine this matter very narrowly, 
and inquire how they came by this Diſcovery, or why, it it were real, they inflited no ſeverer a 
puniſhment thavu an A& that the beſt Lawyers tcl] us would have been of no force, had ir paſs'd 
even the Royal Afent ;, which I cannot think it ever would, becauſe contrary to the King's Oath 
at Coronation, and his Promike and Reſolution declar'd even in that very Parliament, where 
many doubt its paſſing the third time among the Commons, and none diſpute but that the Lord; 
would have reje&ed it upon the firſt reading. The grand Diſcoverer, Dr, Oates, has not accyy'd 
his R. H. but, on the contrary, in publick and private, acquitted him from any guilt or know- 

ledge ; as, beſides his printed Narrative and Depoſitions in Parliament, may be made out b 
Perlons of unqueſtionable Honour, Could then a Vote make matters of FaRt Truth cr Fall. 
hood ? That depends upen natural and eternal Cauſes, and Connexions of unalterable Princi. 
ples. Surely no ;, ner would any man in his Senſes have given the more credit, thovgh it had 
paſs'd 500020 Veores in ſtead of 500, It twenty Colleges of Firruoſo's or Greſhan.ites ſhould 
conſpire to yote the vId Ph1/oſopher in the right, who every where afſerted Snow was black, yet 
could they not perſuade one Plowman to discelieve his Senſes, and ſubſcribe to fo ridiculous an 
Opinion. And as to Capt. Bed{ow, (ard upon theſe two the whole Hivge cf the Plot does 
turn, for the reſt came in but in ſubſtatum probaticuus) he pretended at firit to know no more 
than the inhumane Marder of Sir Edmondbury Goafrey ;, and yet, however he bzcame more know- 
ing after, he never accus'd his R. H, which he would certainly have done, had he found one 
probable Circumſtance z even upon his Death he acquitted him. Yet, ro fay truth, his Accu. 
ſation would have been of 1cfs credit, for his having been fo miſtaken in his main Dilcovery, as 
to be contradifted by Prance;, the reaſon, I ſuppoſe, why no Narrative in Capt. Bedlow's Name 
was ever publiſh'd, Read Mr, Oates his Depoſirions, aud you will tind the D, was to run the 
ſame fate of his Brother, (who/e ſacred Lifg God long preſerve) if he would not approve of al} 
their Villanies, avd after bis Majeltics Murders accept the Crown as Feudatory trom the Pope ; 
© And 
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And without diſpute the villanous Contriyers of the Plot would have ſpared neither : which 


is plain by Mr, Oates his afſcrting upon Oath in the Name of the Jeſuits, that no good was ever 
to .be-expetted from the Race of the Stuarts, with other Refle&ions on the R. Family with ſub- 
miſſion not fit to baye been publiſhed : And further, that they had refolved, notwithſtanding 
his Love to their Religion, not to truſt him with a Secret his great affeQtion for his Brother 
would perſuade him to reveal. Is it then poſſible, he could give Birth and Life to a Plot, to 
which he never was privy > As for Coleman's Letters, in my Lord Danby's Words, the beſt evidence 
we yer have of the Plut, they were not writ by the D's allowance or conſent, nor do they ſpeak 
of intrcducing Popery vtherwiſe than by gaining an Induſgence, and that by a Parliamenr. Be- 
hides, *cis notoriouſly known he was offered his Pardon ard large Rewards, if he would confeſs 
the Plot, An4'tisfnlcleſs to imagine, (none £4n, but an unthinking Crowd) that he would 
not ſpeak a Truth t.- ſave his Life, at lealt not damn his Soul by dying with a Lye in his Mouth, 
(after which nor previous to it, there could be no Abſolurion) but to the 1ait notwithſtanding the 
repeated affers of Pardon and Reward, he proteſted his Ignorance and his Innocence, 

Oh bur, ſay ſure, how then could the Commons proceed as they Eid 2 Why, perhaps the 
Publiſher of that defigncd Bill abuſes them ; but if h2 did not, they do, who conclude rhz Ma- 
jor part conſented toit. Thoſe thatdid, may be ſuppoſed hurryed on by miſguided Zeal, Pafſ. 
lion, or Prejudice, impoſed upon by Suggeſtions, as agrecable ro the King's Pleaſure to banith 
him for ever by Law, who in Obedience went into a voluntary exile for a ſeaſon ; It this be nor, 
I confeſs I am at a loſs for the Reaſon : Bur of this they were foon convinc'd by his Myefty's 
Speech to the contrary. Belides ir hag been but equal to have given his R. H. liberty to make 
his Defence ; to condemn a Man unhcard is no where praQtifed, where there is the leaſt ſhadow 
of Goyernment. The Laws of God and of Nations forbid, nay make it inconfiſtent with Society 
to hang a Man firft and convi& him after, or to puniſh any one ex poſt fato, My Lord S:rafford's 
Caſe was never to be brought into preſident, and if that were nor lufficient, rhe whole proceed- 
ings by Att of Parliament fince his Majeſty's Ref}auration were condemn'd as illegal and contra- 
ty to all Morality, And would not the D's Caſe have been juit the ſame ? Do but make it your 
own, and you will be of that Opinion. 

Whence I conclude, that the Reaſons on which rhe late Houfe of Commons proceeded 
I3gainſt the D. were inſufficient, becauſe not only not warramed but contrary to the Laws in 
heing, as well as to thoſe of Nature and all*Societies under Heaven, And nowI come to your 
third queſtion, whaz dangzrs the Nation may be under in cafe the Crown deſcends upon a Popith 
Succeilar, or more particularly upon his R, H ? 

For anſwer to which we mult confider that dangers to any Country are Forreign or Domeſtick, 
Invalions from abroad, or Encroachments at home, Againſt the tormer every Kingdom is in dan- 
ger, be the Prince of any or no Religion, and therefore the People are obliged to be always on 
their Guard. Againſt thelatter the hazard lies in the Princes negle& or breaking of the bounds 
of his Subjets Liberty, Property, and Religion : And ſince the ſafety of all Princes depends 
upon the contrary, why a Popith one ſhould offer it more than another, I cannot comprehend ; 
and more particularly why his R. H ſhould defign it, is nor at all likely, if we examine either 
the influence Popery can have over the Government, cr conſider impartially the D's CharaQer, 

Government was at firſt framed for the good of Mankind in this Lite, without any regard to 
another, and depended upon a due and equal adminiſtration of Juſtice in the Govesnour, and 
Obedience in the governed. This was long obſerved in the World before Religion entered, el- 
pecially Chriſtianity, which all allow neither did ner covll alter the Laws of the City or Com- 


mon-wealth, Euwangeliumy nen abolet politias, is every where an allowed Maxim, drawn from 
- our Saviour's own Words; Friend, wha made me a Ruler or Judge among you ? The Law 1s open, and 


by that the Contreverſies bet ween. you and your Brother are to be decided He came not to diſturb, 
but to enlarge and confirm.the Peace ot the City, and his Laws confidered: a-part are as confi- 
Rent with thoſe of a Kingdom, as the by-Laws of any Corporation within a greater State, He 
declared bis Kingdom was nat of this Worl ', an therefore could not defign to alter the grounds 
of Government and Obedience, which are oneand the ſame in all Countries whether Chriſtian 
<rPagas, founded upon ſelf-intereſt and preſeryation, and cominued by mutual Relation of 
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Love, and Buty, Prote&ion, 2nd Obedience ; things, tht #uly conſidered, can never be 
altered by che ſuper-induQtion or Change df any new or ol8 Religion. Itrhen Oftriltiapity make 
no alteration, *ris impoſlible the ſub-diviſions, or partiet}ar Se&ts ſhould. Sv that whatever 
Opinlon, either of King or SubjeR, be in point of Religion, Popiſh or Proteſtant, Lutheran or 
Caluimiſt, Presbyterian or Epiſcopal, the ends of Government Peace and Quiet, Li and 
Property may be ſecured and eujoy'd,and the end of Religion r60,eternal Salvation ; this depen- 
ing on moral Duties and Conformity ts the Laws of the Land 3 our Saviour having threatned 
Damnation to thoſe who refiit the higher Power: ; the greateſt cf puniſhments being appointed 
both by the Jewiſhand Chriſtian Law to Rebellion, called by the firſt, the Sin of Witchcrafe, 
and in the Jait, a fighting againſt God himſelf. : 

Now all Laws that concern our temporal eſtate being made in the times-of Popery, I cannot 
find why they ſhould be changed by a Popiſh Monarch ; nor how, without a Change oy violation 
the Subje&s can ſuffer, As for the Laws that eſtabliſhed the Proteſtant and abolithed the Popiſh 
Religion, they cannot be otherwiſe altered but by an equal Power with that from whence they 
had their Being, King and Parliament, who agreeing can by a change no more prejudice-the 
publick in order to Heaven, than they did beforz ; that being only accidental and extriuſecal to 
the Subſtance of Religion, by which alone and not by Forms or Ceremonies Men are to be fayed , 
every Country making differences in ſuch things according ro the feveral intereſts of States or 
humours of the People 3 and as in Eng/and the Common-wealth is tempered by the King's hold- 
ing the Ballance, berween the power of Lords and Commons, and that upon the taking away of 
either, the Government mult be deſtroyed : .ſ» the Religion of England, or indeed of any King- 
dom, where there are ſeveral Sets, ſeem only to be preſerved by fhixinga Ballance, which taten 
away mult be the ruine of the whole z and therefore undeniable Policy will tel] us, that the E. 
pilcopal legal Government is no otherwiſe to be preſeryed, but by equally indulging the Non. 
Contormiits and the Papiſts ; for to ſuppreſs both is now impraQticable, and to ſuppreſs one a. 
lone will be found impolicick. A Truth grounded upon the preſent Stare of Europe, where while 
England kept the Ballance between France avd Spain, the univerſal M-narchy was a Dream, or 
groundleſs Fancy : but that being removed, *rtis impollible it wwo-or three Martial and prudent 
Princes happen ſucceſlive'y to govern France, bur that bef. re imaginary-Empire will-really fall 
to the Lot of that Nation, unlef, all the other vtates join againſt it, and give-our Country the 
power it enjoyed when Sparn was an equal Match in the Contention, For my own part, 'I fee 
nothing to be dreaded in caſe of a Popiſh +ucceflor, becauſe he alone cannot alter the La4$,nor 
the Religion ; ncr can he the exccution, fince that is out of his, and in the hands of fichas are 
not only (worn to it, but upon failure Iyable to great Penalrics and Forteitures, not only to the 
Prince who poſfibly mjght, but to-the [nfurmer, who cannot be ſuppoled to remit hisproportion, 
And conliderivg that the Laws in being have entruſted the-exccutive power ot the Militia by Sea 
and-Land, and of diltributive Juſtice in Courts, and aj] Oftices of Ttult -aswwell in the Country, 
a--about-the Princes Perſyn, and the. power of maxitty and alterifig Laws in the Hands of 
\Men of Amti-popith. Principles ;, I cannot apprehend why we th-wld conceive any danger from a 
Princesenjuying to himſc]f any Hererodox Opinion Wharever. For to thmk-he would" impoſe 
them upon his >ubj-&e, is to conclude him nor only irpprudent,” but 'difiraRted , -fince-it-would 

'þ to-create hiimaſclt dilturbance, without the lea't proſptett vf ad rantage : for what doeshe ge: or 
looſe by thcir being of this or that Perſwaſion ? His Good, his Wealth, his-Glory, his Honour, 
and Secutiry, confilts in their conformity to the eltdbliſhed Government, \and tor their future 
Happineſs he cannot as.a Pringe be (ol icirous ; 'tis out of his Province,” and nowout of Fafhion 
for Kings to be Preeft:.aud Prophets, This then w6uld betfolly, and to-purfne Kk would'bo-nigd- 
neſs, ' becauſe ir-would be to oppoſe his fingic ſtrength, (for in -thiseatehhe would:4tardalone) 
to the -uunrcd force of Lords and Commons, and the whole Bodyol-the People, And who 
knows not . that in this. Senſe, Dominium findatur 1m volumt at tn howinnm. For without-an 
Army, -anda very,great one, he cuuld not compals his-impertiment-project, this'Army he -could 
not-raife without a valt Treaſure ; 1h s Treaſure he cannothaye but from 'þis--own -people-in 
Parhament, -whawiihnot, give it to thejr prejudice, For our of Partiament he cannot cthave- c- 
noggh, even for his ordinary Expence, much Teſs for the detenee aaa. 

ttemptsg 
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Antempts ; becauſe upon th2 death of the preſent, the following Succi ſur wiil find fo much 
fallen of, that there will not be left one third part of the preſent inftiicient Revenue for all 
neceſſary Uſes of the Crown : An Argument that alone may convince the ſobvr and uabyals'd, 
that be he of whar Perſuaſion ſoz ver, he muſt of neceflity comply with his Parlizmeznt, «ha can'r 
be ſuppos'd neglecttul ot the great Concern of Religiev. And to think thatthe Pap:i/?; at home 
or abroad will give ic, is Folly, or [nconſideration. Thoſe at home could net by the ſale of all 
their Fortunes make the Fond ; that can never be ſuppeſed by men im their wits z ner iadecd 
can I ſee why they thow!ld contribute at all,fince their Gain by Ofhces,of which they are now in- 
capable, would be bur advantageous to ſome ; and why thailthe whole be ar a 1cf6 tor the pretir 
&f a few, and that uncertain ? Befdes, that Party is now more a Gainer, Ly freedom frem Oti-- 
ces of Charge and Trouble, than they could then be by the partia! Advancage cf Entployments, 
The Papiſt abroad will leſs find their Acccmprt; for Princes cf ail Religions, and the onely 

ſent rich ad powerful one of 7hat, expends his Monty tor Earth;y Glory, leaving, as he 
ought, the Heaven!y to the Spicitual Princes . Theſe 3}! are, ever were, and wiil be, tech Lo. 
yers of Wealth, Pump, and Grandeur, as not to beſtow it in the purchaſe of Heaven, which 
they know is nct to be bought for Silver or for Gold, The Pope's reg2ining Peter. pexce could 
not invite him, i: he had the Sum : fur if you cempute ihar, you wil tend it a Trifle, 6566, 
reckoning it after the way of the preſent Chimney-money, et for 1695 odd thouſand Pounds, 
at Two Shillings a Chimney ; whereas that was orgly a Peny a Houſe, not a Peny a Chiamey, 
a» in this Calculation isallow'd, when Houles are much more than in thoſe days. Aud for the 
Firlt-fruirs and Tenths, they are no lefs inconfiderable, For Indulgences, Appeals, and the 
eonſequent Charges, they are trivial and accidental, and go not into the Pope's, bur into parti. 
cular Officers Pockets. Beſides, no one Pipe cau hope to ſee ſuch®a Deſign effe&ted ; and the 
Nephews and Nieces will prevent their converting their Riches to the adyantage of the Succeſ. 
fors. And as for the Church or Abby. Lands, they could not on this accompr be of any mo- 
ment, ſince if reſtor'd to the Church, which would be uncertain, as the efte& of War, they 
would fall into the hands of Clergy-men, who have nothing before-hand to contribute. 

Now conſidering that the late rais'd Army, under 30000 men, put the King to the charge 
of more than a Million ; how many Millions, think you, mult be requiſite for a much greater 
Army, neceſſary for ſo great a Defign ; when the Oppoſition will be trong and laſting, the 
very Liſted Miliria being above 1600co > And ſuppoſing that all the Pap:/?s in the three King-. 
doms would become Voluntiers in this extravagant Expedition, the whole would be till as dif- 
proportionate, and as unlikely to prevail, as an Army of Pigmies, with Spears of Bulruſhes, 
mounted on Cranes, againſt an Army of Gyants, riding on Elzphants, and every way well ap- 
pointed for War, 

In the year 1572, (and they cannot fince be much encreas'd) the Papiſfs, upon a Survey of 
them, Conformr/is and Noneon/ormifts fſeveraily, were found throughout England to be under 
25000, Men, Women, and Children : In Scor/axd the diſproportion is greater on the Proteſtant 
ide z in Ireland, on the Papiſts : Yet by a Medium of all three, there would be 203 Proteſtane; 
to one Paprſt, What then can be dreaded from them, though aſſiſted with an Army of profli- 
cate Hirelings, (fer none elſe would tight to deſtroy Religion, and enſlave their Country) and 
a Prince of their own Perſuaſion, whoſe Example could win but on the mean and baſe, the flat- 
tering and gaercenary Courtiers, to hold with him, as with other Kings, their Necks awry 2 So 
inconfiderable a Number could nos ſhock the main Body of the People, fighting not as the 
others, for Opinion, or tor Pay, but turther, for Liberty, Property, Religion, and Eftatez of 
which being pefſeſt, though the others were equal in Numbers, theirs would be the advantage, 
according to that Rule, Melior ef? conditio poſſidentix. And indeed, canſidering the Atheiftical 
bent and humuur of the Nation, whoſe Religion is generally in their Mcuths onely, and ner in 
their Hearts,I am aps to conclude, the great Heat and Contention is founded upon the appre- 
henfion of the loſs of Church artd Abby- Lands, and not of Preteſtantiſm ; and the rather, becauſe 
it is urged, Nullurm temps occurrit Eccleſie : The Maxim is © Regt; aod yet we find, though 
moſt g te Lordſhips of Eng/ond belonged formerly to the King, they are now pofleft by others, 
without danger of reaflpmpriqn ; ang yeteven that has been —_— in former Kings Reigns, 

and 
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36d adviled by Parliaments who always reputed them unalienable, And yet why we ſhould 
now be more ſollicitous fur fear of the Church, than of the King, I cannot underſtand ; fince 
either Preſcription, or their own Conſent, lies againſt both, and that even in the infancy of the 
Proteſtant Religion, upon the return of Popery by Parliament, the Pepe did'in Q, Mary's Reign, 
by his Legat Cardinal Poole, confirm to the Laity the Temporal Pofleſlions of the Clergy. And 
can any one imagine, that now, when a contrary Religion is of ſo leng ſtanding, and the Pro- 
teffors as far exceeding the Papiſts in number, as they did then the Proteſtants, a Parliament 
would be kinder ? Earthly Intereſt will ever weigh more than Heavenly ; the Werld being now 
ſo much enlightned with Knowledge and Letters, beyond its former Experience, when not only 
Salvation,but Wiſdom, hung upon the Lips of the Prieſts, it will be impoſtible for men to bz per- 
fuaded, eyen npon their Death-beds, to eto all for the gaining of Heaven. The Statute of 
Mortmain was made in the heighth of Popery, and none but Fools can ſuffer themſelves to be 
impoſed upon, that a Statute of Reſtitution could be pcflible in the Meridian of a contrary Re- 
ligion. This is well known to the leading and conlidetiong men, wko having Deſigns upon 
great Offices and Preferments in the State, make the Care of the Church a Pretence onely to 
their Ambition. * Tis noteriouſly evident, That no men were more violent for the general In. 
dulgence, nay for Popery, in 1675. (not to mention their before breaking the Triple League, 
and entring into an Alliance with France) than thoſe who now are accounted the onely Loyers 
of an Engliſh Intereſt, and the Proteſtant Religion. A Reſtitution ot the Great Seal, or a Trea- 
ſurers White Staff ; a Diamond-hilted Sword, or being a Pablick Miniſter, might perſuade the 
fame Perſons to a again as arbitrariouſly as before, ſer up France and run down Holland, with 
a delenda eft Carthago. Good God ! how ſtrange it is, that men who changed with every Wind, 
as that of their own Private, not their Countrics Intereſt, blew ; cr ſome younger Spirits, influ- 
enced by their Preceprs and Examples, in hopes to make new or retrivecrack'd Fortunes, ſhould 
ride and hurry the Nation to ſo much Heat and Paſſton,as endangers our utter ruine and deſtru- 
Qion, either from Inteſtine Diviſions, or Forreign Invaſions ! Conſider this in time, before you 
are bemit'd and bewitch'd by any Wi# o:h* Wiſp, who now leads you aſtray, and will certainly 
leave you in the lurch, when he has gain'd the Point he drives ar. Judge of future by former- 
ARions, and remember, if we muſt have any, That the old is better thaw-any new Maſter. 

Oh, but (fay ſome) if we have # Popiſh Sucgeſory he will be the worſt of Tyrants being oblig'd (ſays 
the Author of the Few Words among many) to extirpate his Proteſtant Subjetty, under the pain of 
E xcommunication and Damnation, .and that by verve of the Council of : Lateran, An Aflrtion. 
very groundleſs, whether you conſider at Jarge the Princes Intereſt, with which ſuch a Practice 
is incompativle, his being « King, depending upon his Subje&ts 3. and, a powerful one, upon their 
Multitude, Strength, and Riches : or it you conſider the Influence Chriſtianity it ſelf has upon* 
the Civil Magiſtrate, or the particular Obligations of this pretended Decree 3 Concernin 
which, you are to know, that this Counczl is not eſteern'd General, nor the Decrees of this (whol» 
ly reje&ed by Canws and BeYarmine) nor of any Council, eſteem'd infallible,or obligat- ry in point 
of Di/ciplive, where they are not receiv'd and corrobcrated by the Temporal Prince, who has 
the power of rejeting all or what part he thinks fit of ſuch Decrees ; as appears not onel]y in 
this, but in that of Trent, which is not wnverſally received either in France or Germany, Beſides, 
thoſe few that own this Comnc:l, ſay it was never deſign'd againſt Sovereign Independent Princes, 
nor was it eyer praQtiſed out of 1raly : So that why it ſhould be dreaded in Exg/and, cannot be 
found reaſonable, ſince at this day in France, Germany, and other Countries, where the mam body 
of the People is Popifh, Preteffants are permitted their Freedoms, and ther Fortunes. A lufficient 
Argument, that Pop:þ Priuce; fear no ſuch Sentence from Pope or Council, In ſome places of 
Germany the People are governed ſucceſlively by Pop;ſbrand Proteſtant Princes, Lutherans by 
Calviniſs, further aſunder than Church of Englayd and Papiſt, without inconvenience or di- 
ſturbance, taking their turns marning and afternoon in the publick Churches ;..and notwith- 
ſtanding the differences in Speculative matters, not poſlible to be avoided, live together as they 
ought jn the Union of Charity, the onely bond of perfeFion, and Badge of true Chriſtianity. $0 
that Papiſts may be good Kings, and good Subyett-, as they are de fatto, and have been, and there- 
©5re-may be again, And to few how little particular Opinions can alter the Duties of Aleg:- 
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ance and Subjeftion, let it be remembred, That in the King of Fraxce his Deſcent upon HoBend, 
and in the time of his whole War with that State, he could never get a Popifh Spy. 

But here I am not ignorant the Perfecutions of Queen Mary will be urged, though imperti - 
nently ; for beſides that the odds was then on the Paprſfs (ide, | ge in her Six years Reign, as 
Speed and Baker te!l us, there were but 297 put to death, and of theſe above 200 profligate 
Perſons, all dying by the Law, then, and ſeveral Ages before in being, De Heretico comburendo, 
by which ſeveral ſuffer'd in Queen Elizabeth's and King James's days for Ariezi/m, fince abro- 
gated. Sothar, as the caſe now ſtands in England, none can fuffer as Hereticks till ſome new 
Law bz firſt made, and that, you know, muſt be by Force, or Parliament. The firſt is ſhewn ime 
poſſible, and the latter i/mprobable : Yer it fuch an AR pals'd, it muſt be efteera'd conſonant ta 
the deſires of the whole Nation, So that the Martyrs of Queen Mary's days cam no more be ac 
counted ſuch, than thoſe who have fuffer'd fince the Popiſh Plot, both being puniſh'd juſtly, ac- 
cording to the Laws in being, Thele laſt are reckoned 170 in the ſpace of eighteen Months 
of which, 147 ſtared and died in Priſon, and 2; executed, to every of whom Pardon and Re- 
ward was offcr*d, would they bur confeſs themfelves guilry, and-make t Diſcovery ; belides five 
ſince condemned, and many mere fied, ſtarving and begging in other Countries. And here E 
confeſs my amazement and wonder, that ſo many Lay-mex and Clergy-mew, Learned and Illite- 
rate, ſhould all continue obſtinate in the demral of this damble and belifh Popiſh Plot, when 
the Conſpirators own'd thar cruel one of the Gunpowder Treaſon, 

Nor can the Obje&ion be lefs trivial of 2he hazard to the Kings Sacred Life, while a Papiſt 1s 
to ſucceed 5, ſince a Clement or a Raw#linc it not mor? ealtly found among thern, than a Polerot or 
an Andelot among the Hugonots or Precbyterians. But it is no greater diſparagement to have 
lingle Inſtances of Wickednefs in a Seczety, than ro the Apoſtles, that there was a Judas in the 
number. *Tis much more ealie for Pap:ſts to give, than to receive upon this account a Rowland 
for an Ofiver, They can not onely return th? number of ſaſſins, but ia ſtead of a few private 
ones, ſhew them many publick Execxtioners of Kings aud Princes ; and in ſtead of particular Afo 
(erters of the King-khilling and Depoſing Dottrines, ag Mariana and Ls Foreſt, (who yet do it bug 
Problematically, and are with their Books cenſured and condemned by the Eight Univerſities of 
Frante, and the General of the je/xits Order, and the whole Body of the Cathulicks, and exprel- 
ly forbidden by the univerſally receir'd Council of Conſtance, Sefſ, 5.) I wiſh there could not be 
found whole Shoals of the Reformed that avow thoſe Antichriſtian Principles, not onely abroad, 
but in England and Scotland. Baxter, yet alive, has never recanted the Tenets of his Common- 
wealth; nor his owning, in his Saints Reſt, his not finding, upon the ſtrilteſt examination, to have 
done amiſs, in fomenting the late Rebellion. I need not mention Ow'landiſh Names of Calvin, 
Bez.s, Pareus, ic, nor thoſe of Scotland, Knox, Buchanan, Ore. a Page would not contain all 
Milton's Engliſh Tutors and Scholars in this particular, whoſe Relrgion is Treaſon and Rebellion, and 
whoſe Devotion is all Cheat and Hypocrifie, and who are indeed fo much the worſe and more dan- 
guns Jeſuits, as their Dofrines are in Engliſh, and openly maintain'd, whilit the others pub- 
ickly diſavow what they are accus*d of, Thoſe all with one voice ſay, Dominion « jure divine ; 
the others ſay, *r:s formded in Grace, and deriv'd from the People in truſt, who upon male-admini- 
ſtration may reſume their fir ft Grant, dethrone and murder their Sovereign, in ſpite of all the obli- 
gations of Oaths and Promiſes of Faith and 4llegiance, Now though it's poſſible both Parties 
may be miſtaken, yet I am fure the Papi; Errour is on the ſafeſt fade for Princes. Confider, 
Sit, ſeriouſly, and tell me, if you find not of the two the Jeſuits cf Glaſcow and Geneva more 
pernicious to Peace and Government, than thoſe of Reme or S:.Omers ; Compare their Pratt- 
ſes and their Principles, and try whether the Parss Maffacre of 40000, by D' avila, and as is 
plain in Story, a Politick Stratagem, be not ſeventy times exceeded by the Warr of that 
Comntry and Germany, to name nv more, upon the ſcore of Reformation : Whether the much- 
nois'd Numbers ſlaia in Ire/an4, computed by the Ingenious and Learned Sir Wikam Petty, on 
both fades, during the whole Rebellion, not above 36000, in a conquer'd Country, fer on foot 
for their Liberty and Eftates, not for Religion, be not far outdone by the late Retelion of Eng- 
land, ronkoar ws and carried on by the Godly Party. This was not Chriſt's Method of Plantiug 
the Goſpel ; *ris the Sword of the Spirit, gnd not that of * Fleſb, that muſt p1opagate —__ 

2 et 


(20) 
yet excepting our own Country, where it came not 14, dry-thud, have not the Reformer 
every where waded deep in Blood in oppoſition to Popery 2 I need not initance, the Conntrizs 
are obvious, and *cis an undeniable Truth ; that : »2re har been ten times more Wit and Blood! ſhe, 
en the = of Religion ſuce Luther and Calvin's time, than was in all the parts of E urope before, 
while Popery was at the highe/t, Dar befides all this, the Vote ot the late Houſe of Commons, has 
moſt certainly ſecured om that ſide all danger to the King's Sacred Perfon,14217 God long prejerne; 
for ifnow any ſhould be ſo mad, as to be Authors of fo great an Impicty, coafidering the vat 
incqualities of their Numbers, they could not expe leis than the i. 1» of their own Lives, and 
ef the whole party, and therefore by that Vote they are not only charmed into Loyalty, if o- 
therwiſe diſpoſed, but qualified to guard the King's Perſon, if admitted, from the attempts of a. 
ny other Conſpirators ; ſo that their mutual ſateries depend upon each other, And thercfore jt 
were adviſeable ſince other a&s forbid their acceſs tro Court, for all the Papr/ts ro quit their 
Conntry or their Religion, leaſt they might hereafter ſmart tor the 47 of Nature, or the wickes. 
weſs of amy cther Fafion, if not likely, at leaſt not impoflible. Sacred and profane ſt-ry furniſhes 
us with magy inftances of Plots made by cne, and father'd on another party. And the beaſt in the 
Fpologne with a Lump of Fleſh on his Fore-head, was not imprudent in quitting the Forreſt 
upon the Lyons Proclamation, That all horned Beaſts ſhould at their peril depart, for when be was 
asked, wyby he ran away, he anſwered, If the Lyon [aid the Lump wa; # Horn, it would be in ain 
for him to contend, or after hope an eſcape, And really, I ſee no ſecurity in the change of Relig. 
on, fince people are ſo impoſed upon, . to ſwallow Gudgeons in believing, if that indeed they do 
what they ſo loudly ſpeak, that aſter all Oaths, Teſts, and Sacraments, they are ſtill Papiſ?s in 
— and have Bulls and Diſpen'ations for ——_— and Perjvry ; a Suppofition not 
only ridiculous, bur refle&ive upon the Wiſdom of the Parliament : for if no mark of diſcrimi- 
nation, nor ſcent can be found to dif-oyer the bluwn Deer, and ſeparate them from the reſt of 
the Herd, *tis in vain to hunt, and the Parliament have taken great pains to hind out Papiſts, 
but to no purpoſe; a cenſure no leſs ſevere upon them, than *rwould be to!ly in the Pope to ex- 
pet Obedience from thoſe he ablves from all Obligations : For the Oarks do not anly allow 
them to {wear Fealty and Homage to oe Prince, bur bind them to renounce a// orh2rs, and be. 
ing ſo taken in the plain litteral Sence and Accepration of the Words,there can be no reſerye, 
For however the Jeſnuites are accuſed to allow Equivscat ion and Mental Rejeryaiion, they arc net 
yet arrived to that impudence of owning to the World ſo monſtrous an Impiety, And therefore [ 
hope the new Sherif; of London are abuſed by their Friend, who pubtiſhes their having taken the 
Oaths and Abjuratfons in their own meanings, and tell us that how contrary ſoever, that may 
be to the plain Words, yet *tis conformable to the Sen/e 3nd Intention of the Impoſer:, the Parlia. 
ment. A new Do&rineI confeſs, and very expreſlive ofa tender Conſcience. Fur if you Ex» 
amine it aright, you will find it turns the deſign of Oaths into Folly, leaving them no force,nor 
Men under any Obligation, For it isall one to ſwear, and nt 70 ſwear at all, it the taker of the 
Oath may do it in h:s own, and not inthe Ipoſe;s Sen'e ; it reconciles extreams, makes a nar- 
row half-pint City Cenſcience, and one as Jarge and wide as the great Tun of Heidelberg, the lame. 
Here will be no longer ſumbling at Straws, nor leapin7 over Blccks : . training at a Gnat, and 
1walowing a Camel,ill be a Fef! 7, ali will ga down wi h equal caſe, and all ties between King and 
Subje&s will ceaſe 3 the Oaths of Coronation and Aﬀcg:auce are Fopperies, Chat to catch the 
credulovs z neither will be perjured. if the one prove a 1yran!, or the other a Rebel, So mon- 
itrous a Tenet ought not to ſcape publick Animadverkion, AvdT do as verily believe a Jeſuit 
ſhamm's that Pamphlet upon the Sheriffigas that the Papiſts made Veunzr'sPlot Be the rwo follow- 
ing of 156:, and 1665. altho in their ftead the poor innecent Fifth. Monarcy men and Phanaticks, 
paid the reckoning at Tyburn, But if indeed there were Drſperſations to be had, is it ſuppoſeable 
by Men (Feels may take a Wind. Mill for an Inchanted Caſtle, and Don Quixor- like, fight againſt 
:he Wm) that any would forfeit Liberty, Fortune, or Country, much more Lije it ſelf, as is no- 
rorious many have done, rather than take thoſe Oaths. 

There is then no cauſe to fear the Paprſts will be undiſcoyerable, or that they can be tertible, 
-onfidering the ſma]lneſs of their Number, tho the D. of T. ſhould come to govern, For 


Gdes that it world not be in his Power, nor for his Intereſt, ar is already ſhewn, to innoyate the 
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Conſtitutions of Churth and State, nothing like it can be dreaded from his CoaraZer, which 2, 
knowing, and dilinterefied Perfons will thrs give y.u ; 7hat ne is a Prince of |o many a:mirabl 
Endowments anc! excelent Qualifications both by Nature and by Art, as make 1: 4a Gueſtten ro which 
of the two he i; moſt indebted, and render him matchleſe in the preſent, ana rarcly exceeded by any in 
tormer Ages. He is nor only of innate Courage. fearleſs and intrepid as a Lion, but a Come 
mander of great Experience, both at Land ana Sea preferting the laſt more tor his Countries 
ſafety and honour, than his own eaſe cr pleaſure : In all things temperate and ſober, in his 
ARiens b:tween Man azd Man nicely juſt, in his Word and Prom:t.s ſtriely tairhful, and reli 
giouſly puntua), fincere in his Friexdſhips and Profeſſions, a kind Brother, and a dutitul Sub. 
je, an obliging Husband, ard anexcellent Maſter, a great lover of Luſinefs, leduluus and di. 
ligent, and indefatigable in Labonrs ; affable and eaſy of accch, patient in hearing and dif- 
patching the meanett, «f quick Apprehenfion, and ſound Judgment 3 and tho j this rraduc'd 
by Envy, Malice, and Deſign ; yet I defy the worſt of his Encmies, to inſtance wherein he ever 
ſpake impcrtinently on any Subje&. He is what the French call 7 hon? ? honime, too compre- 
henſive to be E12/:fh'4 by one Word, fig tying 4 Perſon compaſed of all the good Qualities that 
make Men truly valuable ; He was born to retrieve the ſinking Glory of the Enghfh Nation, a 
Truth once readily acknowledged by all, a#d weuld be fo at this day, it the contrary were net 
impoſed by the cunning of the Ambitious, under the diſguiſe and pretence-of Zeal for Religion ; 
in which whatever his private Opinions we, he Ccfires nor a | iberty he would not grant. He js 
not of a narrow periccuting Spizir, ſo mech in love with þ:7 own, 25 to diſpiſe the Opinions of 
all others, He would have every Man crjoy the rig/tt of Natere, Liverty of Conſcience, without 
6iſtwbance of the publick Peace, Ina Word, he is brave and generous, liberal bur not protuſe, 
reſolure but not Rtubborn, grcat but not proud, humble but nut abject ; in all his Acions he 
fhews himſclf a Gent/cmnn, but innone forgets that þe is a Prance. He is not an Angel, but 2 
Man, and therefore not free from ſome Paſſions and buman Frailties: bur in the World there 
cannot be fourd a Prince with fewer. He needs not boaſt the Statnes of his Anceftors, he has a 
ſtock of fame ard vertve of bis own, large enough to make him great. He is doubly related to 
the Title of bis Grand Father Henry the 4th, by Birth, and by bis Suffcrings. Without flattery 
he may be accounted the mofi iduftrions of medern ter0's, and very little, it ar all out-done by C.e- 
far or by Alexander, by Hannibal or by Scipio, The Enzl:fh, Scots, anil Iriſh, have been Wir. 
nefies of this Truth to their Runcur and Renown, The F: inch, the Spaniards, the Flemming 
and the Dxtch, the German, +wee.!, and Dane, have fecn and feir his Actions to their coſt and to 
their Envy. And what bas this great Man done, to bave his Verwes and his Lawrels wither'd 
and forgot ? Is it for expoſing his Perſon, likea common Sea-man for the Glory of the Engliſh 
Nation? or is the change of the Pe- ples AﬀeCtions owing ro the alteration of his Opinions a- 
bout the Modes £1:4 Circumſtances of Kel gion, for in reality *tiso ore? Oh! no, ir proceeds 
from the ſubtilty of ſome Fellow- Subje&s, who urder pretence of Love for the publick, and Zeal 
for Rel:gion defign tr themfelves a Tyranny,and therefore endeavour by all the arts of Malice to re- 
moye our of the way cf their Ambition this great Perſon, 7/c only Ooftacle 3 impoſing upon the 
World that all rhcmſelv<s 2im at,:re intended by the D.when nothing is further frem his thouvhts 
than @ pur poſe of governing Englard orke rx-sjethan 6y the ef abliſh'd Laws. A Lye may for a wiffle 
ſully and eclipſe the brighteſt Innocence, but at _—_ it muft break through thoſe Clouds with 
a greater increaſe of Luftre and of Glory. *Tis good Mackiavilian Policy, calummiare fortiter, 
aliquid adherebit, Throw Dirt cu-«gh ſenie of it will ſick, There wasa time, when only Yice 
was ſafe, and honowable, and i. thing fatal ut to be brave and virtuous ; and the beſt Citizens 
were therefore proſcribed z and why thould it be wendred that in England, as well as in Rome or 

Athens,an 4n1ſ{i/es ſhould be baniſhed for being tao good ? 

Now couſtdcring that Laws ay bind 3 Kirg Cwhich to deny is folly and madneſs) and 
that there are already enough and more may be added to preyert a Popiſh Succeſors miſchievin 
Proteſtant Subjefts, if there were no Laws to this purpoſe, yet Prudence and right reaſon n_ 
continue to us the enjcyment of Liverty, Property and Religion, let never ſo bigotzed a Papiſt 
aſcend the Throne ; much lels is any a ro be apprehended fron: the Duke, who befides 
all thoſe Qbligations foes furtheg ſecure us by his imnaze Goodneſs and temper : 'tis no wonder his 
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Majeſty ſhould ſo often forbid the intermedling with Succeſſion , ſince he conld not but conclude 
from ſo unreaſonable a procedure ſomething elſe might be deſigned, beſides the ſecurity of the 
Proteſtant Religion ; under the faireſt Tufts of Graſr,we know Snakes are likelieſt to be hid, For firlt, 
there was no cauſe to conelude the D. ſhould certainly out-live his Royal Brother ; or if he did, 
that he would or could alter the Government z nor ſecondly, that be ſhould always continue 
of his pr:ſent Opinion in Religion, fince he that once changed might do ſo again upon the altera. 
tion of his temper, never at a itand, or the ſame in any Perſon, or upon his fuller conſideration 
of the Controverſy, But if in this he ſhould remain unalterable, and chance to our live him, his 
conſenting to ſuch an AR would never prevent great EFuſfion of Blood, civil War, and unac- 
countable Miſeries and Calamities ; for let Men Fancy what they pleaſe, the D. would Riil 
have no ſmall Party in England, all or moſt of Scotland and Ireland would be entirely for him , 
he is accounted by both a Prince of their Blood, and by their Laws, who no more than thoſe of 
England allow their Kings mortal, to be their Soveraign upon the Death of his Predeceſſor, 
without the Formalities of Proclamation or Coronation ; and who knows not that the united 
force of thele two Kingdoms, with the Power within the third,would ceunter- Pallance all the relt 
of the 4. ar of England. Belides,Scot land and Ireland being di.tin& Kingdoms, and governed by 
Laws of their own Parliaments, no AR made by that of England can be binding in any inſtance, 
much leſs in excluding their Sovereign. Now over & above thoſe adyantages, all the Popiih Prin. 
ces of Europe, (and they, if united,are too firong for the Proteſtant) would be on his fide, it Re. 
ligion have that Powerſome Men apprehend. Bur if it have not, yet France would account jr 
their intereſt to reinſtate the D, in his Poſleſſions, for then rhey two joining (to which nothing elle 
could invite the King of England) all rubs in the way of the Univerſal Monarchy would be cer. 
tainly removed, And what would the Conſequence of this be, but a running into the incon- 
yeniency we would now avoid, Popery and Arbitrary Government, otherwiſe not only an uncer. 
tain, but an imaginary Fear, Though this:ſhould not happen in the perſon ofthe D. yer his ex- 
elufion may otherwiſe occafion it. For Jetir be conſidered, that to keep him out, an Army muſt 
be maintained, which will encreaſe our Charge, another great evil ; and that Army mult ;have a 
General, and who can be affured that either the then K:ng or the General, or both thall not here- 
after turn Papiſt;, and changeing wirh their Religion their Tempers, by the aſſiſtance of that Ar- 
my ſettle an abſolute and Deſpotick Power, enflave us, and exerciſe an uncontrouhable Tyranny 0+ 
ver our Minds, our Bodies. and Eſtates. Remember what our late revolution did produce, and 

forget not the Rump nor Oliver, whoſe publick Taxes were Mountains, compared with thoſe 
Mole-Hills under which we now ſeem ſo much to ſuffer and be buried. 7f :he Rider giver his Horſe 
the Reins, he knows not whit her an unbridled Fury may at laſt carry him, 

'Tis not impoſſible but ghe putting by the D. may end ia a depoſing the preſent Poſeſſor : For 
it the late King was not onely reputed a Papriſf, but executed tor defgning the Introduttion of 
Popery, though all the World knows he was a /tif Aſertcr of, and a Martyr for the Proteſtant 
Religion z, and if now a preſumed Paprſt be declared wnfit to ſucceed ; how much more unfit 
an a Papiſt be declared ts Govern ? And how can we be affured, that Charatter ſhall not here- 
after be fixt upon our King, when we know one of the Brethren was not long fince Indifted 
for ſaying, The D. was 4 Papiſt, ani! the K. little better } and that already every Member of the 
Courch of England, the very B:ſbops, all but Two, not excepted, are called Papiſls in Maſque- 

' rade ? Succels makes men bold againſt God and Man ; aud we arrive not at the heighth of In- 
lolence but by degrees, nemo repente fit turprſſimus. Read the Pamphlets, and obſerve not the 
Whiſpers, but the loud Diſcourſes, and then tell me whether you can call this a grounaleſs Sur- 
miſe, It tke King cannot pardon the Earl of Danby, or any Criminal, (which that Noble-man 
No more is, upon the account of his Pardon, than all his Predecefſors who have ſhewn him the 
way) then indeed h2 is no longer the Swuprexze, and may well enough be concluded already de- 
po;*d more than in Effigie, And yet this Do&rine is maintain'd by the Loyal Conſiderer of the 
great and weighty Conſiderations touching the Succeſſion, and publickly fold in the Court of Re- 
queſts ;, and another Poſition no leſs pernicious, held by him and many of the fame Principles, 
That there can be Treaſon againſt the State, againſt the People, againſt the Government, — 
the Kings Perſon, tor whole ſecurity alone thy Statutes bave provided againſt Trea/op,, yoy fn 
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ing it agreeable to Reaſon, or opr own Poſitive Laws, to cxalt above the King's the Mayoſ'y of 
the People, It ſuch Dofrines be openly avow'd, witneſs that Pamphier, and the Modeſt Auſwer- 
er of the King's Declaration about bie Marriage, *tis no wonder the King ſhould depend upon 
other Guards for bis Safety, than the Afﬀettions of, at leaſt, ſuch Loyal Subjet;. 

King Charles the Firit had many Promiſes of being made great aud glorious,provided he would 
part with his moſt faithful Friends and Counſellors, then itiled d:ſaffeed and evil Miniſters z 
and by granting ſome ſuch ſmall Requeſts, he gave encouragement tor a:k/ng, and left himſelf 
no room for denying greater : And indeed he was made great, and extraordinarily exalted, trom 
an Earthly rs a Heavenly Throne, from a King to be a Martyr. Who can be ignorant, that 
however te demoliſh a ſtrong Fort, or a Tower well built, it be neceflary to labour long abowt 
the Out-works and the Walls with Cannon and with Pickax, yet one anely pulf, though but weak, 
of a Princes Felly, or a Private mans Ambition, who has good ſtore of Followers, Money, and Wit, 
is able to make the ſtrongeſt Empire totter ani fall, before the Ruine be expeiied. Athelſian the 

reat Saxon King, out of jealouſic of State, was perſuaded to expoſe to the mercy of the Seas 
bis Brother Eawyn, and thereby endanger'd the loſs of his Dominion z. of which when he wag 
put in mind, by his Cup-bearer's ſaying, upon recovering with one Foot the flip of the other, 
See how one Brother helps another, he cryed out, A Traytor, liveſt thou to upbraid me of that 
Folly, of which your ſelf was the Author and thereupon cauſed him to be immediately execu- 
ted. Herry the Sixth had ſcap'd Depoſition and Murder, had he not conſented to his Uncle 
the Goad Duke of Glece,ter's deſtrugion, who living kept him ſate, and dying threw him down. 
After the ſame method did the Earl of Nerthnnberiand bring about the Ruine of the Proteer 
in Edward the Sixth's time, perſwading him to remove his Brother the Aairal. his onely Bul- 
wark and Support z, of which Contrivance, though too late, ke died not inſenſible, leaving to 
Poſterity a Caution to avoid the Rock on which be iplir,, The extravrdinary Careiles of a re» 
conci:'d Enemy are ever to be diſtruſted, and always to be accounted dangerous; and he may 
well appre a Defign, that finds ſuch, or any man, more than himſelf, ſollicitous for his Sate- 
ty. The Wolves pretending kindneſs to the Sheep, offer'd to make a League with them, bur 
not till they Grit had bamf'd away their Dogs ; this they no ſooner did, than they paid with 
the forteicure of their Necks the price of their credulity, and their folly, Nor is the Fathers 
Legacy to his Sons, of #4 Buzzdle of Twigs, leſs inſtruftive 3 theſe which ſingle may with eaſe, 
cannot with difficulty, whilft wnited, be bent or broken, Divide & Impera, is more uſctul for 
the Aſpirers to, than the Pofleflors of a Crown; and he that ſuffers himſclt to be impos'd 
upon 1» one, lays himſelf open to al Inſtances ; and will quickly pcrceive, the more he grants, 
the leſs he is able to refuſe. When a Prince finds his Subjefts infilt upon things unreaſonable 
or unneceſſary, much mwre proceed contrary to his politive Commands, as in the Caſe of Suc- 
ceſſi;n, *ris rime to lovk about him, and ſuſpe& they intend fomewhat more than yet they di- 
[cover, 

The ſureſt way to compaſs ones purpoſe, is to pretend the contrary ; and if you will be with 
ſucceſs a Sinner, and exquiſitely wicked, you mult pretend to be a Saint, and extraordinarily de- 
vout You mav with more ſafety eat your Cheſtnuts, if, Monkey-like, you make ufe of the Cas: 
Claws to pull them out of the Fire. You cannot hope to enllayve your Country, but un- 
der the ſpecious Names of Reformation and Liberty, The People may be gull'd, and drawn 
to bite, 1f the Hook be baited witha fitting My, If you will ſet up Pre:bztery, you mi it pre» 
tend at fir& onely to run down Popery 3 when the Pop:ſb Lords are outed, it will be eafie after 
to exclude-the Biſhops. 

That here has been a Jong time, and till is carrying on, # Deſign to ſubvert the Governmens 
and the Religion of this Nation, I perte&tly agree with the Writer of The Growth of Popery and 
Arbitrary Government : But E-with the Gentleman had nam'd, as he eaiily might, the Canpira— 
tors, If you will believe, agajnſt all Truth and Reaſon, the before mentioned Anſwerer to 
the Declaration, they are center'd in his R. H. and He alone has been the Author of all the Mini 

ſters miſcarriages, or the Chances of ill Fartune, that have hapned ſaice the Kings Reſtauration. 
One might have thought Popery alone had been Crime enough to render him odious, without 
leading Kin with-the Burden of ethers, Mult they- make him not onely preſumptive Heir, bur 
; preſumptive. 
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freſumptive Criminal } But I confeſs he that ſo much defames, and fo irreverently treats 5he 
King, may with leſs hazard belie his Brother, The End is viſible, That what Zuf:ce cannur, 
popular Fury and the Rabble ſhould, take away the Being of that much injur'd Prince, Hence 
it is, he is ſaid to have been the Author of the Fire of London : His never to be forgotten Paing 
and Diligence to ſuppreſs thoſe Flames, are il] required, He was then known to be a zeatlors 
Proteſtant, and conld he joyn with the Papiſts, who are now call'd the 4uthor5,in a mean fo de- 
itruQive of Religion > And if that were the Deſign, what hindred its being effeted > If the 
Papiſ?s muſt not be acquitted, ſurely the Duke ought, in that the Phanatick Plotters executed 
in April before, confeſs'd at Tyburn, they had fo contriv*'d that f.zta? Scene, that it could mt 
miſcarry : And indeed the Event verified their Predi##on to a 4ay, as to the Fire, though not to 
the reſt of their intended Tragedy. When Nero (et Rome on tire, ® commanded Chr:/tianos ad 
Leones 5, an il] Preſident for Chriſtian Commenweal:h; : No man cm make hamſelf 1nnocent, by 
throwing his Crimes upon others, But thus it fares with his R. H. as well in this, as in man 
more Inſtances. He is ſaid to be the Authour of the Poprſh Plot, though not onely Oates and 
Bedloe (the laſt confirming it at his Death) bave acquitted bim, but likewiſe my Lord Danby 
tells you, in his Printed Caſe, The 'King was ſo far from: believing it, that 1t hai never been 
brought upon the Stage, but for the D's Importanity, This alone, it there were not many more, 
is a ſufficient Argument of his Iunocence, and abhorrence of the Fai? ; and yer now (torfooth) he 
muſt have revealed it after the King had give: 117 the intimation, that the Con prrators might 
convey away their Papers, If ſo, 1 pray, why were Colc:9n's or any others found > But it will 
appear on examination, that Bedingfield no ſooner receir'd the Packer, (ot which how Do&or 
Tongue could inform the Earl of Danby, then in O»/ ordfbire, 29 miles bey ond Windſor, fo as to 
be with the King on that account within few hours after, is a Riddle) than be brought it to the 
Duke, telling him, there was miſchief deſigns to his R, H, in particularor to himſelf,or the Papi/t; 
in general, for that the incleſed Letters were forged, and one of them frem Dy. Fogarthy, zo 
whoſe Perſon a; well as Name he was, till tha, a perfef1 Stranger. This Packet the D. gave the 
K. that very day, about the Jaſt of Aug? ; why looking on oue of the Letters, ſaid, þs ad 
ſeen the hand before, Some eight days atter Sir Edmunabury Godfrey ſent by Coleman the whole 
Diſcovery, with which the ſecond time the D. acquainted His Majeity, who yer ſpoke not to the 
I. of the matter The reft of that 7.:5-/ is as falſe as theſe two Particulars, - which therefore 
for brevity I paſs over, no man in his Wits being able to think it needs any other Conturation 
than the Fire. Bur before I conclude, give me leave ro tel} yuw. 7/227 rhe D. has not onely expoſed 
his Perſon on all eccaſſins for the honour of the Engl:;fh Nation, but wherever he appear'd carried 
Kifory along with him, which in his abſence was not found, In the ff Ma; he beat the Dnts FM 
in the ſecond he got the better ;, but in 69th, the change ct Aon ols alter'd our Succeſs : And 
whatever falſe ſteps our Miniſters have made. whotc Baſtards are not to be laid at his doors, te 
is nootherwiſe accountable fur them, than you or I, who had no power to refit, Every one 
knows who have been the publick and ſole Managers cf Aﬀairs ; and thele can witneſs, the I), 
could never be reckon'd ia their Number, He had no hand in dinia7ng the Fiet in the firſt 
War, nor in halling it up at Chath.m before a Peace concluded, He was not privy to the Ad- 
vice of breaking the Triple League, nor making an Aljiavce with France, which he no ſooner 
heard, than he oppos'd  toretelling,with Caſas Fate, the iflue. He influenc'd not a War with 
Holand, nor ſertieg vpon their 314, 1a-Flees before a Breach declared, Delenda eff Carthago 
was no? Ins Sentence, nor his 4# the Shutting up the Exchcquer ; nor was he the Authour of 1v- 
qunttions 8gaii;ſt the Bankers,vor of uſurping the Commun: Rigi.t of filling therr own Vacancies, nor 

conſequently, of the other Part or Link of this Chain and Convrivance, the Project of 114. 

gence ; though, to give him his due, he was for purſuing ſteddily Reſolutions, when once taken ; 
the contrary would be a leflning of our Power, and a making us ridiculous at home aad abroad. 

Afterwards, when theſe Mealures were broken, and new ones caibraccd, he was for purſuing the 
Intereſt of England in defence of the Spaniſh Netherlands, and Gid as verily believe, and was as 

much impos'd upon, as the molt credulous in Engiana, that a War againſt France was then really 
-urpoſed, when defired by both Houſes, in 167g. His Preparations to hazard his Perſon in 

that Expedition, are notcrious Eyidences of this Truth, Yer ſuch is his misfortune, that after 
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(25) 
411i Endeavours for the god of his Country, h2 i; reputed & Lover of th; French Intereſt, 
tough none be mor? hate by t44t Crown, (an undeniable proot of 'the malice of the Imputa- 
tion) whoſe unwearied diligence his been formerly employ'd, and may now be well ſuſpeRed to 
fment and keep up Divili ns betweea the King and bis SubjeF;, the onely way to prevent our 
op fing hzs long -deſizn:4 Dyminion, An Obſervation that alone ought to invite us to an Union 
* a mutual Confidence, and to ſtuly in the Spirit of Moderation the healing of our Brea- 
ches ; rem2md-ing, 721 n2 Rea/on of State can be uſejul to the Publick, or juſtifie any Aition, 
antrary to the Law; of G14 ani Nations , That it is a ſhim? and a reproach upon us abroad, 
and an Inconvenience at hm 2; to have a Pls? kept ſv long on foot, wherein all who ſhould be 
tound guilty upon u1queſtionable Evidence, might have b2en made long ſince Exemplary, A ſpeedy 
ind impartial Proceeding in this Caſ2, without h2a? or paſſin, or conſideration of Parties, or of 
Iwereſt, will remove all our jealouſi2s ani Fears, fertle us upon the immorable Rocks of Truth 
& #1 Honour, and acquit and vindicate to the World, That an Engliſh Parliament is not influenc'd 
vw men whoſe Ambition leads them to ſtudy their own private, more than the Publick Good x 
That they ſerve thzir King and Country for Glory and for Conſcience, not for Gain or Prefer - 
ment ; That they deſign nothing but the preſervation of their Rights, Liberties, and Religion, 
by th2 Methods of Peace and Prutence ; which without doubt miy be for ever ſecured by the 
Laws already in force, or other new Additions, notwithſtanding a Popiſh Sovereign. The Kings 
of Enzland have bound, and may again limit their Power by their own'Confſent in Parliament : 
Bur if this Truth b2 denied, becauſe of that Maxim in our Laws, The King can do no wrong ; it 
| cannot, That their Miniſters and Officers, who muſt be and are accountable for all, and puniſh- 
able for Tllegal ARions, may be \» confin'd, as may make our Fears unreaſonable of any Encroach- 
ments or Innovations, let never ſo many Popiſh Princes, much leſs my one, ſucceed, Whoever 
ſuggeſts the contrary, is impoſed upon by 13narance, Intereſt, or th? Malice of crafty and de- 
fenins Achitophels, who prefer their particular Advantage to Religion and Liberty, no other way 
really zo be endangered, but by barring the D his Rzg/5e of Succeſſiom;, which once paſt into an 
Ad, will, in caſe he ſurvive, moſt certainly bring u2on the 7h-ce Kingdoms Hotrour and Con- 
fuſion, Deſolation and Miſery, and all the ſad EffeRs of a Cruil War. Evils ſo tar from your 
Temper and Inclinations, that I necd not caution you againſt ſo mech madneſs and Folly, as in 
enitably attends the not regarding the Wiſe-mans Advice, My ſon, fear God, and honour the 
King; and meaddle not with theſe that are given to change. 

What I have written, I have written in obedience to your Commands, the love of Truth, and 
zeal for the Publick, being (as you kno#) neither Courtier nor Penſioner, never was, or like to 
b:,addi&ed to Popery,nor obliged by Kinz or Duke in any particular Grace or Favour ; bur being 
wholly Independent, and having ſometh:ng to loſe, and ſenfhible no others can ſuffer by War and 
Rebellion, I have uſed the ſam? Freedom without, as I hope you will within doors, for preventing 
thoſe Calamities which leem to do m re than threaten the Nation ;, from which, nothing bur 
Grids Providence, in the Wiſdom ani Mleration, Couraze ani Prudence of our King and Parlis-- 
\ ant, can defenJ this. unhappy and diſtraFed King tom. 
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